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*- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1,1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mafling date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely, 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this conrimunication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 

- Any reply recewed by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to cximmunication(s) filed on 01 July 2003 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 21-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 21-27.29.31-33.35 and 36 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 28.30 and 34 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

aOAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTCMI 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948} 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) CD Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21 and 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Claims 21-27, 29, 35 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Strandberg in view of Watt et al. 

With respect to claim 21, Strandberg teaches the claimed presentation control 
means for controlling the presentation of an image containing said object which 
changes in shape, at figure 1 , at the abstract, and the object changing in shape, at 
column 5 lines 60-67; viewpoint determining means for determining the position of a 
viewpoint for capturing an image containing said object by means of said presentation 
control means, at column 1 1 line 32 to column 12 line 5; and recording means for 
recording an image obtained from the viewpoint determined by said viewpoint 
determining means, at column 8 lines 7-9. 

While Strandberg teaches most features claimed, it is noted that the viewpoint 
corresponding to a virtual camera that captures motion of the object, and the position of 
the viewpoint being determined based on a player's operation, is not explicitly taught. 
However, Strandberg teaches viewing the object in three-dimensional space (see the 
EXAMPLE at column 1 1 ); and. Watt et al. teaches that a virtual camera is often used as 
a conceptual aid in computer graphics, at pages 7-8 at section 1 .2.3. It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the tinne of the instant invention to use 
this conceptual aid because the virtual camera can be positioned anywhere in world 
coordinate space and pointed in any direction - the view direction. 

Claim 22 further requires the presentation control means to change the shape of 
said object on the basis of data obtained by capturing the movement of each part of an 
object moving in a real space. Strandberg teaches this at column 4 lines 7-15. 

Claim 23 further requires said presentation control means to use texture data 
obtained by scanning a portion of said object by means of a three-dimensional scanner 
as texture data for a portion of said object. The instant specification defines texture 
data as "representing red (R), green (G), and blue B lights". These are merely the the 
three color components used in color displays. Strandberg teaches using and changing 
colors at column 3 line 59 to column 4 line 4. 

Claim 24 further requires said presentation control means to select, on the basis 
of the player's operations, the shape of said object, the pattern of change in this object, 
the type of texture data applied to this object, or the type of sound emitted when said 
object changes shape. Strandberg teaches this at figures 2-8, with sound being taught 
at column 5 line 37 to column 6 line 7. 
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Claim 25 further requires said presentation control means to display at least one 
other object which is different to said object, and changes the shape of this other object 
also. Strandberg teaches this at column 6 lines 31-54; for example, shadows. 

Claim 26 further requires said presentation control means to conduct a 
presentation wherein prescribed illumination is provided in accordance with changes in 
the shape of said object; and claim 27 further requires said presentation control means 
to conduct a presentation wherein a prescribed image pattern appears in a position 
corresponding to the foreground or background of said object, in accordance with the 
change in the shape of said object Strandberg teaches these features at column 6 lines 
31-54. 

Claim 29 further requires said viewpoint determining means to change the 
relative position information of said viewpoint to said object on the basis of the player's 
operations. Strandberg teaches this at column 6 lines 18-26. 

Claim 35 is similar to claim 21 , however, is presented in method form. The 
arguments applied to the rejection of claim 21 , above, apply to claim 35 as well because 
the method steps of claim 35 are inherent in the apparatus functions of claim 21 . 

Claim 36 further requires implementations in a computer to be recorded. 
Strandberg teaches this at column 8 lines 7-9. 
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3. Claims 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Strandberg as applied to claim 21 above, and further in view of Tsuga et al. 

Claims 31-33 are specifically directed to the recording means portion of the 
image processing device. While Strandberg teaches this recording means at figure 1 
item 12 and at column 10 lines 48-63, it is noted that the various claimed functions of 
the recording means are not explicitly taught. However, it was well known that 
recording means provided the functions claimed. Tsuga et al. Is applied as a reference 
to show that the claimed functions were known and used on recording means as 
claimed. 

Claims 32 and 33 further require said recording means to reproduce a recorded 
series of images at a different speed (claim 32), and in a different sequence (claim 33), 
to that used when recording these images. According to the instant specification, these 
limitations are defines as "fast-forward" and "rewind". Tsuga et al. Teaches these 
features at column 27 line 3. 

Claim 31 further requires said recording means to reproduce a recorded series of 
images at the same speed as that used when recording these images. This is inherent 
in the recorder of Tsuga et al. Replay provides the recorded speed by default. This is 
cleariy indicated with the teaching of a "fast forward" because "fast forward" is a speed 
other than the default normal speed, which normal speed has always been standard. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include well 
known features, such as nornnal speed, fast forward, and rewind, of recording devices 
because one could move forward and backward in a given recording at a fast speed to 
save time, and to use normal speed for enjoyment. 

/ 

4. Claims 28, 30, and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Almis R Jankus whose telephone number is 703- 
305-9795. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Zimmerman can be reached on 703-305-9798. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
308-6606 for regular communications and 703-308-6606 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4700. 



AJ 

September 22, 2003 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



